
For this year’s Book Fair our vendor is Scholastic.  Due to the terms of this Fair, they do not customize titles available and are 
limited in providing titles that I suggest for summer reading.  My lists are based on well-reviewed titles from various publishers.  
Scholastic provides titles from their imprints.  All Mandatory Titles will be available. 
 
As a result, this Summer Reading List covers all grades and are “recommended” suggestions. Please note that I have provided 
Lexile Scores, Genre, and marked some titles for “Mature Readers”.                         Thank you for your support, Mr. Posner 
 

 
The Last Magician      by Lisa Maxwell 
This fantasy chronicles the struggles of the last surviving magicians in a draconian world of gangs and perilous dangers. Esta is a 
master thief who manipulates time in order to steal artifacts, all in the service of stopping the Magician, who means to kill the 
remaining Mageus.  Lexile 840.  Fantasy Fiction.  Young Adult – Mature Readers. 
 
The Inventors at No. 8    by A.M. Morgen 
Twelve-year-olds George, the very unlucky third Lord of Devonshire, and his neighbor, scientist Ada Byron, join forces against a 
nefarious group of criminals who steal the map to a priceless family heirloom.  
Lexile 770.  Historical/Fantasy Fiction. 
 
When the Crickets Stopped Singing    by Marilyn Cram Donahue 
It's the calm before the storm of World War II in 1939 in small-town Messina, California. Angie Wallace and her friends have set out 
on a mission to "love thy neighbor" even if that means inviting weird Dodie Crumper to join in their summer plans.   
Lexile 730.  Historical Fiction. 
 
Snared: Escape to the Above    by Adam Jay Epstien 
Enduring boring days spent inventing traps to keep plunderers at bay, trapsmith Wily Snare is kidnapped by the first thieves to outwit 
his innovations and is recruited into their band to help loot treasure as part of a rebellion against the Infernal King.   
Lexile 820.  Fantasy Fiction. 
 
The Adventures of a Girl Called Bicycle  by Christina Uss 
Left at the Mostly Silent Monastery as a toddler and home-schooled by a retired nun, twelve-year-old Bicycle rides cross-country to 
meet a famous cyclist who she hopes will be her first friend.  Lexile 860.  Adventure/Fantasy Fiction. 
 
Tiny Infinities      by J.H. Diehl 
Angry that her father has left, twelve-year-old Alice swears that she will live in her family's old Renaissance tent until he agrees to 
return; but after she meets her mute four-year-old neighbor Piper she finds herself becoming involved in the child's life--and when she 
hears the little girl speak a word for the first time in years she sets out to prove to Piper's parents that the dismal diagnosis they 
received for their daughter may be all wrong.   
Lexile 790.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
The Trail    by Meika Hashimoto 
Toby and his friend Lucas made a list of things to do the summer before they entered middle school, but now Lucas is gone, and Toby 
sets out to fulfill the promise he made to his friend, to finish the list by hiking the Appalachian Trail from Velvet Rocks to Mt. 
Katahdin, an undertaking that he is poorly prepared for--and which will become not only a struggle for survival, but a rescue mission 
for the starving and abused dog who he finds along the way.  Lexile 780.  Adventure/Survival Fiction.                     
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2019 Summer Reading List: 
Incoming 6th Grade 
You must read Savvy by Ingrid Law. 

Incoming 7th Grade 
You must read Nothing But the Truth by Avi. 

Incoming 8th Grade 
You must read Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse. 

 
In addition, you are encouraged to read at least 2 more books of your choice.  This is for a total of 3 
books.  Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would be best. 
 

 



Spell and Spindle     by Michelle Schusterman 
Eleven-year-old Chance accidentally helps Penny, a lonely marionette who cannot remember who she is or where she came from, 
discover the truth of her past.  Lexile 780.  Horror Fiction. 
 
The Turning      by Emily Whitman 
Aran has never truly fit in with his selkie clan. He was born in his human form, without a pelt to transform him into a sleek, strong 
seal. Each day he waits, left behind while his selkie family explores the deep ocean. What if his pelt never comes?   
Lexile 590.  Fantasy. 
 
Generation One     by Pittacus Lore 
The war may be over—but for the next generation, the battle has just begun! 
It has been over a year since the invasion of Earth was thwarted in Pittacus Lore’s United as One. But in order to win, our alien allies 
known as the Garde unleashed their Loric energy that spread throughout the globe. Now human teenagers have begun to develop 
incredible powers of their own, known as Legacies.  Lexile 740.  Science Fiction. 
 
The Island at the End of Everything   by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
When the Philippine government takes over Culion, an island for people with leprosy, Ami is put in an orphanage on another island, 
where she finds a friend willing to help her return before her mother dies.  Lexile 770.  Historical Fiction. 
 
The Language of Spells    by Garret Weyr 
Grisha is a dragon in a world that's forgotten how to see him. Maggie is a unusual child who thinks she's perfectly ordinary. They're an 
unlikely duo—but magic, like friendship, is funny. Sometimes it chooses those who might not look so likely. And magic has chosen 
Grisha and Maggie to solve the darkest mystery in Vienna.  Lexile 900L.  Fantasy Fiction 
 
Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish  by Pablo Cartaya 
After a fight at school leaves Marcus facing suspension, Marcus's mother takes him and his younger brother, who has Down 
syndrome, to Puerto Rico to visit relatives they do not remember or have never met, and while there Marcus starts searching for his 
father, who left their family ten years ago and is somewhere on the island.  Lexile 580.  Realistic Fiction 
 
Tight      by Torrey Maldonado 
After his quick-tempered father gets in a fight and is sent back to jail, sixth-grader Bryan, known for being quiet and thoughtful, snaps 
and follows new friend Mike into trouble.  Lexile 600.  Realistic Fiction   
 
Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World   by Ashley Blake 
Twelve-year-old Ivy Aberdeen's house is destroyed in a tornado, and in the aftermath of the storm, she begins to develop feelings for 
another girl at school.  Lexile 740.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
Take Down      by Laura Shovan 
Mikayla is a wrestler; when you grow up in a house full of brothers who wrestle, it's inevitable. It's also a way to stay connected to her 
oldest brother, Evan, who moved in with their dad. Some people object to having a girl on the team. But that's not stopping Mikayla. 
She's determined to work harder than ever, and win.  Lexile 610L.  Sports Fiction.   
 
The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl  by Stacy McAnulty 
Lucy Callahan was struck by lightning. She doesn't remember it, but it changed her life forever. The zap gave her genius-level math 
skills, and ever since, Lucy has been homeschooled. Now, at 12 years old, she's technically ready for college. She just has to pass 1 
more test--middle school!  Lexile 530.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
Love à la Mode     by Stephanie Kate Strohm 
Rosie Radeke firmly believes that happiness can be found at the bottom of a mixing bowl. But she never expected that she, a random 
nobody from East Liberty, Ohio, would be accepted to celebrity chef Denis Laurent's school in Paris, the most prestigious cooking 
program for teens in the entire world.  Lexile 760L.  Romance Fiction. 
 
Team Players      by Mike Lupica  
A girl with Asperger's joins Cassie's softball team but not everyone on the team welcomes her, creating a rift between Cassie and her 
teammates.  Lexile 780.  Sports Fiction 
 
Dodger Boy      by Sarah Ellis 
An American draft dodger turns up to stay with thirteen-year-old Charlotte and her family.  Lexile ?.  Historical Fiction. 
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The Prodigy      by John Feinstien 
Seventeen-year-old golf prodigy Frank seems ready to blaze his way into Masters Tournament history, but his college plans are 
jeopardized by his father's sponsorship plans, which threaten to ruin Frank's amateur status.   
Lexile 840. Sports Fiction. Young Adult – Mature Readers. 
 
It Wasn’t Me      by Dana Alison Levy 
A middle-grade Breakfast Club tale finds six very different students transcending stereotypes to work together during a mandated 
detention when they are wrongly blamed for a vandalism incident.  Lexile 740.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
No Fixed Address     by Susin Nielsen 
After his mother loses her job, twelve-year-old Felix and his mother secretly live out of a van when they are evicted from their latest 
apartment.  Lexile 620.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
North to Benjamin     by Alan Cumyn 
Eleven-year-old Edgar and his mother move to Dawson, a town in Yukon, Canada, for a new start, but when Edgar fears his mother’s 
destructive behavior will force them to leave, he turns to a dog named Benjamin to help him stop the worst from happening.   
Lexile 700.  Magical Realism. 
 
The Benefits of Being an Octopus   by Ann Braden 
Seventh-grader Zoey Albro focuses on caring for three younger siblings and avoiding rich classmates at school until her fascination 
with octopuses gets her on the debate team and she begins to speak out.  Lexile 770.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
Whatshisface      by Gordon Korman 
A fun, funny ghost story about a nobody kid who becomes a somebody while helping a ghost right a wrong from the past.   
Lexile 770.  Humor/Paranormal Fiction 
 
Superman: Dawnbreaker    by Matt De La Peña 
Clark Kent has always been faster, stronger–better–than everyone around him. But he wasn’t raised to show off and drawing attention 
to himself could be dangerous. Plus, it’s not like he’s earned his powers . . . yet.  (Any book in this series – DC Icons Series)  
Lexile 710L.  Fantasy/Science Fiction.  Young Adult – Mature Readers. 
 
A Drop of Hope     by Keith Calabrese 
Times are tough. Jobs are scarce and miracles are in short supply. But something strange is happening in If Only, Ohio. An old well 
has suddenly, impossibly, begun to grant wishes. And three sixth graders are the only ones who know why.  
Lexile 810L.  Fantasy Fiction 
 
Greystone Secrets: The Strangers   by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Chess, Emma, and Finn Greystone, ages twelve, ten, and eight, investigate why their mother went missing and uncover their ties to an 
alternate world. Lexile 730L.  Mystery/Science Fiction. 
 
The Polar Bear Explorer’s Club   by Alex Bell 
Knowing she is destined to be an adventurer in spite of edicts forbidding girls to become explorers, precocious Stella Starflake Pearl 
and three other junior explorers become separated from the rest of an expedition in the snowy Icelands and must survive in order to 
gain entry into an elite club.  Lexile 1000.  Fantasy Fiction 
 
Even If I Fall      by Abigail Johnson 
A year ago, Brooke Covington lost everything when her beloved older brother, Jason, confessed to the murder of his best friend, 
Calvin. Brooke and her family became social pariahs, broken and unable to console one another. Brooke’s only solace remains the ice-
skating rink where she works, but she no longer lets herself dream about a future skating professionally.  Lexile 860.  
Contemporary/Romance Fiction. Young Adult – Mature Readers 
 
Two Roads      by Joseph Bruchac 
In 1932, twelve-year-old Cal must stop being a hobo with his father and go to a Bureau of Indian Affairs boarding school, where he 
begins learning about his history and heritage as a Creek Indian.  Lexile 740.  Historical Fiction. 
 
Counting to Perfect     by Suzanne LaFleur 
Ignored by her parents since her “perfect” older sister, Julia, had a baby, Cassie, twelve, foregoes her summer plans to join Julia and 
baby Addie on a road trip.  Lexile 530.  Realistic Fiction 
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Nate Expec-Tations     by Tim Federle 
When E.T.: The Musical closes, Nate reluctantly returns home to begin high school and, with his best friend, Libby, makes a project 
of turning Dickens' Great Expectations into a musical.  Lexile 860.  Humor/Realistic Fiction. 
 
Game Changer     by Tommy Greenwald 
While thirteen-year-old Teddy fights for his life after a football injury at training camp, his friends and family gather to support him 
and discuss events leading to his coma.  Lexile 750.  Sports Fiction. 
 
Speechless      by Adam P. Schmitt 
After finding out that he must say a few words at his cousin's wake, Jimmy struggles to come up with something nice to say about his 
bullying, destructive cousin before realizing that the words that are truly heard are the ones that matter the most.  Lexile 680.   
 
Soof      by Sarah Weeks 
Aurora unhappily stands in the shadow of popular Heidi, who is credited as a good-luck charm by Aurora's family, until a house fire 
and the disappearance of the family dog challenge Aurora's beliefs about love.  Lexile 780.  Realistic Fiction. 
 
All is Fair      by Dee Garretson 
Receiving a dreaded telegram during World War I, a young aristocrat is pulled out of her boarding school and partnered with a 
dashing American spy for a dangerous project to support the war effort.  Lexile 710.  Historical Fiction. 
 
Lifeboat      by Susan Hood 
In 1940, a group of British children, their escorts, and some sailors struggle to survive in a lifeboat when the ship taking them to safety 
in Canada is torpedoed.  Lexile 610.  Historical/Survival Fiction 
 
Lu (Series #4)      by Jason Reynolds 
Track star Lu is confident that he can lead Ghost, Patina, Sunny, and the team to victory at the championships, but it turns out to be 
more difficult than he thought when there are suddenly hurdles in Lu's way.  Lexile 570.  Sports/Realistic Fiction.  Any title in Series 
 
Where She Fell     by Kaitlin Ward 
Teenager Eliza and her friends are going to explore a cave near their upstate New York home, but first her friends insist on dragging 
her to Drowner's Swamp, a bog legendary for its dangerous sinkholes, and a place which her mother has frequently warned her about; 
Eliza does not want to go, and when the earth opens up and swallows her she finds herself in a system of caves--and what she finds 
living there is strange and dangerous beyond anything the legends could conjure up.   
Lexile 690.  Science Fiction.  Young Adult – Mature Readers. 
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